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It would seem to be a fact that the Western Hemi- 
sphere has come nearer to ending the curse of war be- 
tween States than has Europe or Asia. This is due in 
no small measure to the application of the principle of 
conference to the practical problems of international 
life. Out of conferences in the past these States have 
built railways, improved navigation, readjusted tariffs, 
denned harbor rights, established consular practice, ad- 
justed problems arising out of coinage, weights, and 
measures, sanitation, alien and extradition laws, arbi- 
tration and international law. This Pan American 
movement has expressed itself in terms of exchange pro- 
fessors, travel and friendly intercourse, expositions, and 
museums of commerce. In his book, "The Restoration 
of Europe," published in 1916, Dr. Fried says: 

"It will occasion no surprise that Pan-Americanism, 
despite its purely economic and social program, has re- 
acted upon political life as well. Years of peaceful co- 
operation between nations and their representatives 
strengthen confidence, engender a habit of mind which 
does not presuppose hostile intentions in one's neigh- 
bors, and in critical issues re-enforces the determination 
to let rational considerations decide. Arbitration and 
mediation have reached their highest development on 
the American continents. The peaceful co-operative 
union expedites peaceful settlements of such disputes as 
inevitably arise. 

"Pan-Americanism is not only a model for Europe; 
it is a warning as well. Before the war there was much 
talk of the American menace, by which was meant eco- 
nomic competition. It exists; but in a different form. 
A continent so organized will only too easily win prece- 
dence over divided Europe. If that disorganization 
which has led to war should continue after the war, the 
danger of the associated States of Pan-America out- 
stripping Europe will be far greater. The war has 
changed the relative position of Europe and America, 
and not to the advantage of Europe. Europe will lag 
behind America because of its disorganization and also 
because of its exhaustion. Hence a co-operative union 
must be formed, that a united Europe may meet that 
united continent across the ocean — not for attack, but 
to make further co-operation possible." 

Referring to the Third International Conference of 
American States, President Roosevelt said, in his mes- 
sage of December 3, 1906 : 

"Quite apart from the specific value of the conclu- 
sions reached by the conference, the example of the rep- 
resentatives of all the American nations engaging in 
harmonious and kindly consideration and discussion of 
subjects of common interest is itself of great and sub- 
stantial value for the promotion of reasonable and con- 
siderate treatment of all international questions." 

In the same message Mr. Roosevelt quoted from an 
address by Mr. Elihu Root, then Secretary of State, who 
had said at the Conference in Rio Janeiro : 



"We wish for no victories but those of peace ; for no 
territory except our own; for no sovereignty except the 
sovereignty over ourselves. We deem the independence 
and equal rights of the smallest and weakest member of 
the family of nations entitled to as much respect as 
those of the greatest empire, and we deem the observ- 
ance of that respect the chief guaranty of the weak 
against the .oppression of the strong. We neither claim 
nor desire any rights or privileges or powers that we do 
not freely concede to every American republic." 

Another conspicuous utterance, particularly apposite, 
was that of another Secretary of State, Mr. Charles 
Evans Hughes, who, speaking in Rio Janeiro, Sep- 
tember 8, said : 

"The people of the United States and the people of 
Brazil are alike devoted to the ideals of peace. But 
peace has its jnethod as well as war. The method of 
peace is that of more perfect knowledge and under- 
standing; of mutual respect for rights with the correla- 
tive recognition of obligations; of resort in all difficul- 
ties to the process of reason; of summoning all the 
ability and strength of the country in the interest of 
peace with the sincere and intense desire to find ami- 
cable solutions instead of causes for distrust and enmity. 
It is the disposition to peace that alone can assure 
peace." 

The Conference in Santiago next March will not only 
affect international policies within the Western Hemi- 
sphere; it will be of interest to the statesmen of Europe 
and of the Far East. It will be in line with a states- 
manship of no little merit. 



THE MENACE OF AMERICANISM 

We ik America are not in the habit of considering 
Americanism a world menace, yet there is a book 
just issued from the Labor Publishing Company, Lon- 
don, written by Mr. W. T. Colyer, entitled just that, 
"Americanism, a World Menace." The author develops 
the thesis that Europe and other civilized peoples must 
choose between Americanism and Bolshevism ; that there 
is no third choice. He goes still further. He would 
persuade the civilized nations to choose Russia as the 
lesser of the two evils because of the dangers in the curse 
of Americanism. 

The book cannot be dismissed as the vaporings of a 
crank. The man writes with terseness and clarity, in- 
deed with no little power. 

The author has no use for American institutions, cus- 
toms, habits, or standards, notwithstanding the fact that 
he has lived as an engineer for several years in the 
United States, particularly in Massachusetts. 

Coming to specific matters, he complains that we 
standardize human beings, and that our standards are 
decidedly below those held by civilized peoples else- 
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where. The menace of this consists in our tendency to 
impose ourselves upon the whole world, upon Central 
and South America, and upon European colonies in the 
New World. All of these traits of ours began in "a 
mixture of youthful extravagance, arrogance, and 
adaptability." Our success does not impress this critic. 
He finds that our extraordinary development is due not 
to what we consider our surpassing merit, but to the 
natural resources of our country. As a result of our 
past he finds our characteristics of the present to be as 
follows : 

"1. Ah overweening pride of race, based on the ma- 
terial development of the country, achieved largely 
through the ability and industry of 'foreigners.' Known 
locally as patriotism. 

"2. The establishment of dollar-producing or dollar- 
collecting capacity as the absolute standard of value, 
covering every form of intellectual and spiritual achieve- 
ment. Known locally as 'practical idealism,' based on 
'equality of opportunity.' 

"3. Glorification of 'democracy' as an abstract idea, 
divorced from practical control by the rank and file. 
Known locally as 'the union of efficiency and democracy 
under sane leadership.' 

"4. General lawlessness and contempt for orderly pro- 
cedure. Known locally under a great variety of flowery 
and meaningless names, of which 'upsurging of the great 
heart of America' may be taken as an example." 

Commenting on this series of indictments, interesting 
fact, a writer in the London Times, Literary Supple- 
ment, for November 30, remarks: "Every one who has 
' visited the States with his eyes open will recognize these 
familiar characteristics." 

But the author has still more savage things to say of 
us. He finds a growing corruption and manipulation 
of our legislatures and of the law courts, with a dimin- 
ishing liberty and an increasing recourse to lawless- 
ness. While privilege, oppression, and corruption have 
greatly diminished, say, in Great Britain, and liberty 
and order have greatly increased there, the opposite is 
the case with America. Our friend of the London 
Times has no consolation for us here, for he says : "The 
choice of alternatives offered by Mr. Colyer may flatter 
the vanity of Eussians and Americans, who cherish the 
belief in common, as the Germans did, that it is their 
mission to lead the rest of the world in the path of 
progress ; but it ignores history and the character of the 
English people to mention no others." In the presence 
of such an indictment it is not necessary to seek any 
"power the giftie gie us"; we can "see" without any 
"power." 

The Times reviewer, recognizing "that there is truth 
in the picture," magnanimously adds, "but it is not the 
whole truth." That helps. 

We, too, believe that "it is not the whole truth." Per- 



haps it would not be an undue violation of the principle 
of modesty if we were to suggest that the author of this 
book is himself a bit opposed to the rights of property. 
It is possible that he is a communist. There is evidence 
that he is. If so, it is not so difficult to understand his 
fear of the American menace. For persons of such 
kidney America is a menace. All such ultra radicals, 
be they of Eussia or elsewhere, are quite well aware of 
the fact that America is not only a menace to them, it 
is to them their chief menace. This is a fact. And the 
fact is a very bright jewel in America's crown. Of 
course, instead of a menace, America is the hope of 
Europe. Thoughtful Europeans know this, and are 
acting upon it. 



A BY-PRODUCT OF WAR IN HELLAS 

The man on the street was shocked to read of the 
execution of the former Greek Commander-in- 
Chief, General Hadjianostis ; of former Foreign Minister, 
Paltazzis ; of two former Ministers for War, M. Stratos 
and M. Theotokis, and of two former premiers, M. 
Gounaris and M. Protopapadakis. These men were shot 
by decree of the Eevolutionary Committee, de facto gov- 
ernment in Athens, November 27. Admiral Goudas and 
General Stratigos were sentenced to degradation and 
imprisonment for life. Something about such a pro- 
ceeding seems to have aroused more resentment than the 
news of a battle. Probably our friend on the street said 
to himself that Great Britain did well to withdraw her 
minister from Athens at once. 

How could such a thing take place? Mr. Lindley, 
the British Minister, protested before the event. But 
M. Veniselos is said to hold that the executions were 
legally carried out by a legally constituted court-martial, 
and that they were, overwhelmingly justified by the evi- 
dence. The reasons given by the court-martial, accord- 
ing to a Eeuter telegram, state further that the defend- 
ants knowingly concealed from the people the danger of 
returning Constantine as King of Greece; that they did 
this for the purpose of promoting their individual in- 
terests; that they employed terrorist methods to stifle 
expressions of public opinion contrary to their interests; 
that they brought about the defeat of the Greek armies 
in Asia Minor. The court-martial points out further 
that when the abdication of King Constantine was being 
urged they arranged with General Hadjianostis, in- 
competent if not mentally unbalanced, a fake offensive 
against Constantinople, with the result that a strength- 
ened Turkish morale ended in the defeat of the Greeks. 
In short, it is charged that the defendants conspired to 
commit acts of high treason, and for that reason they 
were guilty under various articles of the military and 
penal code. 



